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The  Camborne- Redruth  Urban  District  Council. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report 

for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1943 


PREFACE, 

Ten  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  Urban  Districts  of  Camborne  and  of 
Redruth,  the  Parish  of  Illogan  and  part  of  the  Parishes  of  Gwennap  and  Wendron 
were  amalgamated  and  the  Urban  District  of  Camborne-Redruth  was  born. 

It  was  in  April  1934  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  newly  constituted  Urban 
District  Council  met  and  the  years  of  the  Council’s  life  are  reckoned  as  from  April 
5 of  each  year,  thus  following  a very  ancient  custom.* 

At  the  time  of  its  birth  the  idea  of  amalgamation  was  distasteful  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  the  area  and  many  hard  and  bitter  words  were  uttered  against  the 
coming  event.  Yet,  even  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  one  was  able  to  report  (see 
M.O.’s  ist  Annual  Report)  “ Indeed  among  those  at  one  time  most  vociferous  in 
"opposition  to  the  change  are  not  a few  who  now  are  beginning  to  experience  a 
“felicitous  pride  in  the  added  dignity,  status  and  importance  of  their  new  Urban 
“District.” 

The  general  feeling  of  the  present  Council  was  well  expressed  at  their  loth 
Anniversary  Meeting  by  Councillor  Uglow  who  said  ; — “ One  cannot  look  back 
“over  the  past  ten  years  work  of  this  authority  without  experiencing  a feeling  of 
“pride  in  having  had  an  opportunity  of  assisting  its  policy  and  its  successful 
“administration.” 

We  commence  the  second  decade  of  the  Council’s  life  while  a terrible  war  is 
raging,  the  shock  of  which  has  led  to  the  Great  Awakening  of  the  masses.  Changes 
in  the  social  order  making  for  better  living  conditions  of  the  people,  transcending  all 
that  has  gone  before,  are  urgently  desired,  planned  and  pressed  for,  and  in  these 
changes  we  too  will  take  our  part.  Let  us  hope  that  the  next  decennial  retrospect 
may  be  a record  of  hope  realised  and  desires  fulfilled. 

* (It  may  be  of  interest  to  recall  that  from  the  earliest  days  of  ancient  Rome  the  year  was  dated 
to  commence  on  March  i,  hence  the  7th,  8th,  9th  and  loth  months  became  September,  Octo- 
ber, November,  December.  In  the  6th  century,  however,  Dionysius,  the  Abbot  of  a Christian 
monastery  chose  March  25  as  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  year  because  March  25  was  the 
accepted  date  of  the  Annunciation  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

In  1750  the  English  Parliament  passed  the  “ Calendar  New  Style  Act.”  which  made  the  year 
begin  on  January  i,  at  the  same  time  it  dropped  a number  of  days  and  so  made  March  25 
become  April  5 — the  day  upon  which  income-tax  is  still  assessed,  and  the  day  from  which  our 
Council  and  many  other  public  bodies  count  their  years.) 

It  will  be  noticed  that  while  the  Council’s  year  is  reckoned  to  date  as  from  April  5 to  April  4, 
the  Ministry  require  the  Medical  Officer’s  report  to  cover  the  period  Jan.  i to  Dec.  31. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS. 

(i)  Area  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 


Camborne 

4,294 

Redruth 

2,860 

Illogan 

2,426 

St.  Day  and  Lanner 

1,348 

T otal 

10,928 

22,411  acres. 
10,928 


Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £130,820 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £492 


(2)  Employment. 

In  common  with  other  industrial  areas,  the  industrial  position  in  this  area  during  the  past 
year  has  been  excellent,  and  in  general,  the  demand  for  labour  has  greatly  exceeded  the  supply. 
The  only  persons  remaining  unemployed  for  any  length  of  time  were  men  of  middle  age,  who  for 
physical  reasons,  are  restricted  to  very  light  employment  of  a specific  type.  The  problem  was  to 
find  sufficient  workers  for  the  jobs  whereas  before  the  war  it  was  difficult  to  find  jobs  for  all  workers. 

The  shortage  of  man  power  for  industry  resulted  in  women  and  juvenile  persons  being  absorbed 
in  all  types  of  occupations.  There  was,  indeed,  no  reason  for  any  able-bodied  person  to  be  unem- 
ployed for  any  length  of  time,  in  short,  unemployment  was  negligible. 

The  difficulty  rather  was  to  find  suitable  persons,  or  indeed  anybody  at  all  to  do  certain  kinds 
of  work.  This  shortage  was  most  keenly  felt  by  those  requiring  domestic  help  in  the  home, 
especially  where  the  home  is  a large  one  and  the  mother  of  the  family  is  herself  an  invalid. 


(3)  Poor  Law  Relief. 


The  approximate  amount  of  relief  granted  in  the  area  (and  part  of  Hayle)  was 


Year- 

-1943 

1942 

1935* 

Relief  in  kind 

£977 

£1,070 

£1:668 

Relief  in  cash  £11,914 

£12,379 

£20,775 

Total  £12,891 

£i3’449 

£22,443 

* The  first  full  year  for  which  the  figures  are  available. 

(4)  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

Total  for 

Total  for 

Total  for 

Males 

Females  1943 

1942 

1935 

Legitimate  . . . 322 

272 

594 

501 

454 

Illegitimate  ...  35 

17 

52 

41 

20 

Total  live  births  357 

289 

646 

542 

474 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  ...  8 

9 

17 

16 

15 

Illegitimate  ...  i 

0 

I 

2 

4 

Total  ...  9 

9 

18 

18 

19 

Birth  Rate.  (Births  per  1,000  mean 

annual  population. 

For  the  year 

1943 

1942 

1935 

18.5 

15-17 

13-3 

Deaths  of  Infan  is  under  one  year  of  age. 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  10  9 

Illegitimate  o 0 


Total  for 

Total  for 

Total  for 

1943 

1942 

1935 

19 

26 

33 

0 

2 

I 

19 

28 

34 

10 


2 
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Infant 

mortality.  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  per  1,000  live  births.) 

Year — 19^3  1942 

1935 

29.4  51.6 

71.7 

Deaths  from  all  causes  (excluding  non-civilians.) 

Males  Females  1943 

1942 

19.3.5 

232  278  510 

472 

527 

Death  Rate:  (Deaths  per  1000  of  estimated  average  population.) 

Year — 1943  1942 

19.3.3 

14.6  13,21 

14.8 

may  be  noted  that  in  the  year  now  under  review,  compared  with  the 

years 

1935  and 

in  1935  in  1938  in  1943 

(I) 

The  number  of  live  births  has  increased  from 

474  and 

463 

to  646 

(2) 

The  Birth  Rate  has  increased  from 

13.3  and 

13.26 

to  18.5 

(3) 

The  infant  mortality  has  declined  from 

71.7  and  72  ] 

1 to  29., 

(4) 

The  number  of  deaths  has  fallen  from 

527  and 

540 

to  510 

(5) 

The  Death  Rate  has  fallen  from 

14.8  and 

154 

to  14.6 

Maternal  Mortality.  (Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  per  i 

,000  births,  live  and  still) . 

For  the  year  1935 

6.0 

1938 

18.4 

1943 

3.0 

Causes  of  death  at  all  ages: 


Tuberculisis  of  the  respiratory  organs 

Males 

22 

Females 

8 

Total 

30 

Tuberculosis  of  other  parts 

I 

2 

3 

Syphilis  • 

2 

I 

3 

Influenza 

6 

8 

14 

Measeles 

0 

I 

I 

Cancer 

29 

44 

73 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

Heart  disease 

65 

105 

170 

Diseases  of  the  blood  vessels 

13 

31 

44 

Bronchitis 

7 

7 

14' 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

12 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

II 

I 

12 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

0 

3 

Appendicitis 

I 

I 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

6 

4 

10 

Nephritis 

8 

8 

16 

Puerperal  sepsis 

0 

I 

I 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

I 

I 

Premature  births 

2 

2 

4 

Congenital  debility 

5 

I 

6 

Suicide 

2 

0 

2 

Road  traffic 

3 

4 

7 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

3 

7 

All  other  causes 

34 

36 

70 

232 

278 

5TO 

There  was  a time,  not  many  years  ago,  when  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  always  greatly  out- 
numbered the  deaths  from  cancer.  The  reverse  is  now  the  case.  Thus  (excluding  the  first  nine 
months)  during  the  ten  years  life  of  the  Camborne-Redruth  Urban  Area  the  total  number  of  deaths 
recorded  for  cancer  was  638  while  during  the  same  period,  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  305. 
Moreover,  were  it  not  for  the  special  facilities  that  exist  in  this  area  at  the  Camborne-Redruth  Miners’ 
and  General  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  the  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  would  have  been  even  greater. 
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SECTION  B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

(1) ,  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Redruth  Clinical  Laboratory  serves  the  area  for  pathological  work.  The  laboratory  is  fully 
equipped  to  deal  with  all  pathological  investigations  included  in  the  Emergency  Hospital  Pathological 
Service  Scheme.  The  number  of  specimens  examined  and  reported  upon  during  the  year  was  3,134. 

(2)  Ambulance  Facilities. 


There  are  three  motor  ambulances  in  use  in  the  area 
cf  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Station,  Garage: 

Camborne.  College  Street. 

Tel.  2257  (Police). 

Redruth.  Headquarters. 

Basset  Street.  Tel.  159. 

Illogan.  Headquarters. 

Pool,  Redruth. 


■ pi.  O: 

St.  John  Amb. 
Ceiml^orne  div. 
Redruth  div. 
Illogan  div. 

Total 

(3)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 


Invalid  removals. 
302 

539 

189 

1030 


each  belonging  to  the  respective  division 

Officer  in  charge. 

Supt.  J.  Joiy, 

Midcentenary  Row.  Tel.  3215 
Corps.  Sup.  C.  C.  Pellow. 

I,  Close  Hill.  Tel.  159. 

Supt.  R,  Richards. 

90,  Agar  Road,  Illogan  Highway. 

Tel.  417. 


Road  accidents. 

14 

34 

25 

73 


i(fi 


-bi,  ..-IT 
Mileage. 

2801 

5279 

2297 

10377 


There  are  eight  District  Nursing  Associations  in  the  Area,  all  of  them  affiliated  with  the  County 
Nursing  Association.  Honorary  Secretary,  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  “ Lyn  Allen,”  Truro. 


(1)  Camborne. — Sec.,  Miss  Pratt,  52,  Mount  Pleasant  Road,  Camborne. 

(2)  Redruth. — Sec. .Mrs.  Gorges,  Lenfred  House,  Redruth. 

(3)  Treslothan. — Sec.,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Simmons,  99,  New  Road,  Troon. 

(4)  North  Illogan.— Sec.,  Mr.  Delbridge,  The  Stores,  Illogan,  Redruth. 

(5)  South  Illogan.— Sec.,  Mr.  A:  Pascoe,  117,  Agar  Road,  Illogan  Highway. 

(6)  Pencoys  and  Carnkie. — Sec.,  Mrs.  N.  Pethick,  Pencoys  Vicarage,  Redruth. 

(7)  Lanner  and  Gwennap. — Sec.,  Mrs.  L.  Osborne,  Bellevue,  Banner. 

(8)  St.  Day  and  Carharrack. — Sec.,  Miss  K.  Hensley,  Vogue,  St.  Day. 

Full  details  of  the  work  done  by  each  of  the  above  associations  is  published  in  the  46th  and 
47th  annual  reports  of  the  County  Nursing  Association.  Hon.  Sec. — Miss  Margaret  Smith. 


(4)  Hospitals. 

The  Camborne-Redruth  Miners’  and  General  Hospital,  Redruth. 

Total  number  of  available  beds 
Average  number  of  beds  daily  occupied 
Number  of  in-patients  during  1943 
Total  number  of  new  out-patients 
Total  number  of  out-patients  attendances 
Total  number  of  casualty  patients  (not  included  in  the  above 
Number  of  patients  radiographed 
Number  of  patients  for  deep  x-ray  therapy 
Number  of  patients  for  superficial  x-ray  therapy 
Number  of  patients  for  radium  therapy  ... 

Number  of  patients  for  rehabilitation 

The  following  special  department  facilities  are  available  : — 

Ante  natal.  Dental  Pehabitilation 

Gynaecological.  Medical.  x-ray  diagnosis 

Ophthalmic.  Radium. 


; 134 

' 105.8 

^ - -2293* 
2105 
8052 
663 

;;  11996 

:i<:  , 206 

. ; . ..n-  204 

70 

on:  491,. 

Surgical 

x-ray  therapeutic. 


Accidents  and  medical  casualties  needing  hospital  treatment  are  received  at  any  time,  day  or 
night. 

I : • u ! ■ ‘ .• 

The  Rehabilitation  Department  has  been  recently  formed  by  an  expansion  of  the  Old  Massage 
and  Electrical  Department.  -n  , - « ib  ’ 

Plans  for  the  immediate  future  include  the  appoiintment  |of  an  additional , resident  medical 
officer,  especially  for  the  Maternity  Department,  the  addition  of  still  more  maternity  ■ beds,,  . the 
appointment  of  a full  time  Radiotherapist  and,  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over,  a new  Out-Patient  De- 
partment, also  additions  to  provide  more  beds,  particularly  for  cancer  patients. 
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The  hospital  has  recently  been  recognised  as  a training  school  for  nurses.  , . , 

The  enormous  increase  in  the  activities  of  the  hospital  is  well  illustrated  by  comparing  the 
number  of  admissions  some  years  ago  with  those  admitted  in  1943,  thus  : — 

Year— 1932  1935  1938  1943 

Patients  admitted  ...  ...  595  831  1,063  2,293 

Maternity  Ward.  Under  the  administrative  control  of  the  Cornwall  County  Council. — 
Medical  Officer — Mr,  Hastings  Ince. 

Excluding  patients  admitted  with  “ false  alarms  ” of  labour  and  discharged  for  re-admission 
later,  there  were  436  patients  discharged  during  the  year.  The  department  is  intended  for  the 
treatment  of  difficult  or  abnormal  cases  or  for  patients  with  complications  of  pregnancy,,  or 
after  delivery. 

There  were  nine  cases  of  Caescirian  section. 

Ten  women  were  delivered  of  twin  babies. 

Thirty-three  babies  were  stillborn  and  ten  babies  died. 

There  were  twenty-four  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 

Four  maternal  deaths. 

394  women  were  delivered,  many  of  whom  were  treated  for  complications  of  pregnancy 
before  delivery. 

On  the  26th  February  fourteen  additional  beds  were  added  to  the  department  by  opening  an 
annexe  at  Trewirgie  Corner,  Redruth:  This  was  necessary  to  prevent  overcrowding  in  the  hospital . 
There  were  then  29  available  maternity  beds:  Nevertheless  the  demand  for  admission  was  some- 
times so  urgent  that  emergency  beds  had  to  be  added  in  the  wards  and  overcrowding 
became  unavoidable. 

The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  from  Feb.  26  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  30:2. 

Private  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  nursing  homes  in  the  area,  viz  : — 

The  Camborne  Nursing  Home — (Miss  A,  Michell,  Basset  Road,  Camborne). 

There  are  14  registered  beds  for  maternity,  surgical  and  medical  patients: 

The  Tremorvah  Nursing  Home — (Miss  E.  Johns  and  Miss  J.  B.  McLean,  Redruth). 

There  are  14  registered  beds,  thirteen  for  maternity  patients  and  one  for  a chronic  invalid. 
There  were  223  births  during  the  year  and  three  women  were  delivered  of  twin  babies. 

Council’s  Isolation  Hospitals. 

During  the  first  quarter  -of  the  year  there  were  no  patients  in  residence  either  in  the  Pedruth 
Isolation  Hospital  or  in  the  Illogan  Isolation  Hospital.  In  the  Camborne  Isolation  Hospital  during 


the  same  period,  there  were  twelve  patients,  namely 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  i 

Chicken-pox  ...  ...  ...  i 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  i 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Infective  tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  i 
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By  the  end  of  March  one  of  these  patients  (suffering  from  meningitis)  had  died,  and  the 
others  had  been  discharged,  well. 

All  three  hospitals  were  then  finally  closed. 

County  Council  Isolation  Hospital; 

On  and  after  April  i,  1943,  any  patient  in  the  area  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  and 
requiring  to  be  removed  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  was  admitted  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital- 
Truro.  No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  this  matter  ; and  no  instance  has  been  brought  to 
notice  where  a patient,  or  his  family,  have  objected  to  removal  when  it  has  been  advised.  Nor 
has  there  been  any  delay  in  removing  a patient.  Every  case  requiring  removal  has  been  notified 
to  the  local  M.O.H.,  who  has  at  once  telephoned  to  the  hospital  (unless  the  doctor  in  attendance 
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has  already  done  so)  and  the  County  Ambulance  has  effected  the  removal  with  commendable 
expedition,  whether  during  the  day  or  at  night. 

On  discharge  from  the  hospital  the  County  Ambulance  has  again  conveyed  the  patient  to  his 
home. 

The  M.O.H.  has  been  notified  by  the  hospital  of  all  admissions  from  and  of  discharges  to  the 

area. 

Thirty-three  patients  were  admitted  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  period  from 


April  I to  December  31,  thus  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  25 

Cerebi|o-spinal-fever  ...  ...  3 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  i 

Total  ...  ...  33 


Of  these  thirty-three  patients  one  (with  cerebro-spinal-fever)  died,  twenty-six  were  discharged 
well,  and  six  remained  in  residence  at  the  end  of  the  year,  thus  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  5 (including  one  carrier.) 

Cerebro-spinal-fever  ...  i 

6 

(Two  of  these  six  patients  have  since  died,  one  of  them  from  cerebro-spinal-fever,  seven  days 
after  admission,  one  from  diphtheria,  five  days  after  adm  ssion.  Both  of  these  patients  were  almost 
moribund  on  admission,  and  everything  possible  was  done  to  save  them.) 

Number  of  patient  days  at  County  Isolation  Hospital  (from  this  area)  ...  1371 

The  Tehidy  Sanatorium,  in  the  Tehidy  Woods,  Camborne;  is  under  the  administrative  control  of 
the  Cornwall  County  Council.  The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  is  Dr.  E.  T.  Gaspey. 

The  sanatorium  is  excellently  situated  and  equipped  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  whether  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary. 

Number  of  beds.  Medical  ...  qq  Surgical  22.  Total  116. 


Number  of  in-patients  during  1943  — | j 
Of  these  I S came  from  the  Camborne-Redruth  area. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic.  Tuckingmill  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

Orthopaedic  Clinic.  Camborne  Attendances  (children)  ...  ...  ...  369 

(adults)  ...  187 

Minor  Ailments  Qinic.  Redruth . Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  3g2 

Tuckingmill.  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  337 

Camborne.  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  489 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  Tuckingmill.  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  347 


All  the  above  named  clinics  are  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  County  Council.  Infor- 
mation concerning  them  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Head  Lice.  Systematic  inspection  for  head  lice  in  children  in  Council  schools  is  carried  out  by 
a County  Council  nurse,  every  child’s  head  being  examined  monthly. 

Scabies  and  other  skin  affections. 

A hostel  was  opened  on  .June  13,  1940,  and  closed  on  August  31,  1943.  During  this  period  of 
two  years  and  two  months  no  less  than  2,556  patients  were  treated,  most  of  them  for  scabies. 

In  September  1943,  a centre  fpr  the  treatment  of  persons  infested  with  scabies  wat  opened  in 
Redruth,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  patient,,  treated  was  204  and  the  number  of  treat- 
ments given  390.  The  treatment  adopted  is  washing  thoroughly  with,  soft  soap,  douching  and  drying 
followed  by  inunction  with  benzylbenzoate  emulsion; 

Public  Assistance  Institution.  Barncoose,  Redruth. 

This  institution  servos  the  Camborne-Redruth  Urban  District  and  environs  for  relief  purposes. 
The  maternity  ward  of  the  institution  serves  the  whole  county  west  of,  and  including,  Truro. 


Number  of  beds  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

Number  of  admissions  during  1943  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

Number  of  beds  in  the  infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  in  the  infirmary  ...  ...  93 

Number  of  niaternity  patients  admitted  .•■  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Solarium. 

The  Council  approved  a suggestion  that  the  Ultra  Violet  Light  plant,  presented  by  Messrs. 
Climax  Rock  Drill  Co.,  be  made  available  for  the  benefit  of  local  residents  in  a Public  Solarium.  The 
Solarium  has  since  been  opened  and  treatment  is  given  free  of  cost  to  a patient  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  a doctor,  health  visitor;  or  district  nurse. 
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SECTION  C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(1)  WATER. 

There  is  in  many  places  in  the  area,  where  water  is  needed,  no  readily  available  supply  of  water. 
One  does  not  always  realise  that  were  all  the  rain  that  falls  upon  the  area  in  a year  to  remain  where 
it  fell  without  being  able  to  soak  or  to  drain  away,  then  eveiy  inch  of  surface,  every  road,  field  or 
plain  would  be  submerged  under  a flood  more  than  four  foot  deep.  There  is  no  real  shortage  of 
water  here  such  as  there  is  in  many  parts  of  our  empire.  The  heavens  pour  it  upon  us  in  abundance 
as  a treasure,  to  be  stored  and  used  when  and  wheresoever  required,  but  we  in  our  improvidence, 
have  taken  little  care  to  bank  it.  Thus  it  is  that  the  villages  of  St.  Day  and  Carharrack,  Troon  and 
Fourlanes  look  with  envious  eyesupon  the  water  taps  of  their  neighbours  of  Camborne  and  Redruth,  and 
must  perforce  purchase  their  water  from  an  itinerant  street  vendor,  or  carry  their  pitcher  to  a distant 
well  as  in  the  days  of  the  Patriarch  Abraham. 

A comprehensive  water  scheme  has  been  thought  of  and  talked  about  during  the  whole  of  the 
Council's  life  time.  May  the  Great  Awakening  spoken  of  in  the  Preface  to  this  Report  stir  us  to 
action  and,  as  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  those  homes  and  farms  in  the  area  that  now  are  waterless,  let 
us  not  hesitate  to  forego  or  abandon  any  parochial  privileges,  rights  or  powers,  so  long  as  we  shall 
satisfy  this!  one  urgent  and  necessary  requirement,  namely  that  no  one  living  within  this  Urban 
Area  may  in  future,  justly  lamenting,  cry  : — 

The  thirsty  earth  soaks  up  the  rain 
And  drinks,  and  gapes  for  drink  again, 

And  water  have  we  none. 

Quality  of  the  Water  Supply. 

The  Camborne  Water  Company  like  the  Redruth  Local  Authority,  through  their  piped  water 
system,  supply  water  of  excellent  quality  bacteriologically.  It  is  pure  even  before  chlorination,  and 
it  is  chlorinated.  But  the  system  of  iron  pipes  which  conveys  the  water  for  distribution  is  old,  and 
the  pipes  are  in  many  places  heavily  encrusted  with  rust  which  may  appear  at  times  as  a coloured 
deposit,  and  the  chlorinated  water  sometimes  loosens  low  forms  of  vegetable  life  that  may  have 
grown  upon  incrustations  at  pipe  joints.  From  both  these  causes  the  water  may  occasionally  have  a 
slightly  unpleasant  taste  and  odour,  but  when  this  has  occurred  the  mains  have  always  been  flushed 
and  the  trouble  has  ceased. 

Lead. 

Contamination  of  the  water  supply  by  lead  has  not  been  known  to  occur  in  the  area,  but  the 
plumbosolvency  of  the  water  has  not  been  estimated  for  a number  of  years. 

The  quality  of  the  water  of  wells,  springs  and  chutes  is  variable.  All  those  sources  which  are 
publicly  owned  have  been  analysed  at  frequent  intervals,  and  where  it  has  been  desirable  to  do  so,  a 
notice  has  been  affixed  near  any  contaminated  source  and  chlorination  has  been  advised.  Unfor- 
tunately these  notices  are  frequently  removed  or  erazed  by  unauthorised  persons  who  perhaps  can- 
not believe  that  a water  of  crystal  clarity  and  sparkling  freshness  may  yet  carry  the  germs  of  disease. 

(2)  Refuse  Collection.  - 

In  April  1943  a foreman  was  appointed  in  connection  with  the  Department  of  Public  Health, 
and  by  August  he  had  carried  out  certain  alterations  and  modifications  of  our  system  of  collecting 
refuse,  one  result  of  which  was  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  one  of  the  two  carts  formerly  employed. 
Four  lorries  and  one  cart  are  now  employed  for  collecting  refuse,  thus  ; — 

Lorry  No.  i collects  from  Barripper,  Penponds  and  Camborne, 

Lorry  No.  2 collects  from  Tuckingmill,  Pool  and  outlying  districts. 

Lorry  No.  3 collects  from  Lanner,  Carharrack,  St.  Day,  Portreath  and  a part  of  Redruth. 

Lorry  No.  4 collects  from  Redruth  and  Fourlanes. 

The  cart  collects  from  Beacon  and  Troon  Districts. 

Economical  and  efficient  refuse  collection  in  the  district  is  greatly  hindered  because  proper 
refuse  bins  are  rarely  used  by  householders,  instead  we  find  receptacles  of  all  types  and  in  varying 
states  of  disrepair.  Again  it  is  impossible  for  a lorry  to  enter  and  traverse  many  of  the  back  lanes 
from  which  refuse  has  to  be  collected,  and  the  receptacles  therefore  have  to  be  carried  by  the  haulers 
from  the  dwellings  or  back  yards  to  the  vehicle  waiting  at  the  end  of  the  lane.  One  lorry  and  cart 
remove  the  contents  of  bucket  closets  in  certain  unsewered  area  in  addition  to  the  normal  household 
refuse. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  greater  part  of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  at  Cam  Brea.  The  relatively 
small  quantity  collected  from  Troon  and  Beacon  is  tipped  in  a dump  at  Beacon  Fields. 

Lorry  No.  3 disposes  of  most  of  its  refuse  to  a farmer  at  North  Country,  Redmth. 

During  the  year  3,536  loads  were  carried  by  the  lorries,  of  this  total  1,124  loads  were  sold  to 
farmers. 
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(3)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area. 

General  Inspections  and  re-inspections 
Preliminary  notices  served 
Preliminary  notices  complied  with 
Statutory  notices  served 
Choked  sewers  and  drains  cleared 
Premises  connected  with  the  sewer 
Improvement  to  existing  drains 
Parcels  of  bedding,  etc.,  treated  at  the  West  Tolgus 

(4)  Camborne  Cattle  Market. 

Animals  passed  through  the  market  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 

Cattle  ...  ...  ...  2,349 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  1,122 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  1,189 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  1,568 

Total  ...  6,228 

(5)  Salvage. 

Weight  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year  ...  301  tons  ii  cwt. 

Kitchen  Waste  was  first  collected  in  April  1941.  The  raw  material  is  treated  for  at  least  one  hour 
with  superheated  steam,  in  a plant  at  Cam  Brea,  and  the  cooked  product  is  sold  to  pig  breeders. 
The  demand  for  this  product  exceeds  our  ability  fully  to  meet  it. 

The  amounts  collected  and  disposed  of  were  in 

1941  ...  ...  ...  305  tons. 

1942  ...  ...  ...  369  tons. 

1943  ...  ...  ...  463  tons. 

Ow’ng  chiefly  to  transport  difficulties  the  cost  of  collecting  kitchen  waste  has  been  considerable, 
but  the  ready  sale  of  the  cooked  product  has  left  us  with  a reasonable  profit. 

SECTION  D.  Housing. 


Disinfector 


.269 

71 

30 

I 

471 

14 

162 

238 


(1)  The  shortage  of  houses  in  the  area  was  never  so  acute  as  it  is  at  present.  Prevention  of 
overcrowding  has  become  impossible,  moreover  the  condition  of  many  houses  in  regard  to  lighting, 
ventilation  and  sanitation  is  far  below  the  standard  which  twentieth  century  civilisation  has  a right 
to  expect.  The  Great  Awakening  to  which  attention  has  been  directed  more  than  once  in  the  present 
report  has  led  to  a universal  demand  for  better  housing  conditions.  It  is  not  only  that  we  need  more 
houses,  we  need  a revolution  in  the  method  of  building  construction.  We  must  build  with  imagina- 
tion and  foresight  and  in  step  with  the  forward  march  of  structural  knowledge.  House  construction 
must  be  planned  in  the  interest  of  the  health,  convenience  and  happiness  of  those  who  shall  inhabit 
the  home  and  not  in  the  interest  of  speculators,  contractors  or  of  the  manufacturers  of  concrete  blocks. 
As  has  been  well  said,  (Duncan,  “ The  Science  and  the  Art  of  Architecture  ” quoted  by  H.  G.  Wells 
in  “ The  Work,  Wealth  and  Happiness  of  Mankind  ”):  “ cement,  mortar,  the  dried  brick  are  all 
mud  at  one  remove.  All  building  has  hitherto  been  a wet  process  and  traceable  to  the  original  mud 
hut  of  our  remote  ancestors.  Building  now  becomes  the  “ dry  ” putting  together  of  fully  fabricated 
parts.”  Let  us  be  not  only  ready  but  eager  to  learn  what  this  means  by  inspecting  what  has  been 
accomplished  elsewhere,  for  opportunities  are  plentiful,  so  that  the  growing  generation  of  this  area 
may  have  reason  to  bless  us  for  our  foresight  and  for  our  unselfish  desire  to  secure  their  welfare. 


Council  Houses. 


There  are  in  the 

area  .534 

Council  Houses, 

forming  three  separate  estates. 

thus  : — 

Camborne  has  houses  with  2 bedrooms 

... 

112 

do. 

3 do. 

128 

do. 

4 do. 

2 

do. 

3 do. 

with  a parlour 

16  — 258 

Redruth  has 

houses 

with  2 bedrooms 

72 

do. 

3 do. 

TOO 

do. 

4 do. 

8 

do. 

3 do. 

with  a parlour 

18  — 198 

Illogan  has 

houses 

with  I bedroom 

(bungalow) 

20 

do. 

2 do. 

52 

do. 

3 do. 

2 

do. 

4 do. 

Total 

4—78 

534 

All  these  houses  are  occupied  and  there  is  a long  waiting  list  of  applicants  to  fill  any  vacancy 
immediately  it  arises. 
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Shops  and  0£hce$. 

No  systematic  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made  ; inspections  were  made  only  when  ' 
and  where  special  circumstances  have  been  reported  to  require  them.  " 

Cowsheds  and  Daliries. 

There  are  some  excellent  and  well  managed  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  area,  but  there  are  v 
unfortunately  many  more  where  the  conditions  are  very  unsatisfactory.  A detailed  report  upon'  one  • 
hundred  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  area,  chosen  at  random,  was  furnished  to  the  Pubhc  Health  oo^^ 
Committee  during  the  year.  One  regrets  to  have  to  confess  that  this  report  revealed  a deplorable 
condition  observed  in  the  majority  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  visited.  It  is  impossible  to  expect  a, 
clean  milk  supply  from  farms  where  such  conditions  prevail.  We  do  not  blame  the  farmer  always, 
for  in  most  cases  that  were  bad,  he  was  found  to  be  struggling  against  adverse  conditions  which  he  was  , 
powerless  to  improve  or  remove.  The  chief  of  these  were  , |,,,, 

(a)  — Absence  of  an  adequate  or  of  a clean  supply  of  water.  This  indeed  is  the  primb'^'cause  bt  all*^”' 

the  abominations  witnessed  and  which  the  farmer  himself  would  gladly  remove  could  he  but' ’ 
do  so.  The  urgent  need  of  an  adequate  supply  of  water  to  dairy  farmers  cannot  be  pfesshd 
too  strongly,  ' j / o>;, 

' : '"-.Cj  into  jqi.flf 

(b)  — Inadequate  or  no  drainage.  This  in  part  is  due  to  (a)  and  (c).  h-  diixsufi 

(c)  — Shortage  of  labour,  especially  labour  of  the  quality  required.  Not  every  hoodlum  can  be 

trusted  to  do  the  work  of  a dairy  farm  as  it  is  required  to  be  done.  The  successful  manage- 
ment of  a milk  producing  farm  requires  a modicum  of  training  as  well  as  reliability, 
diligence  and  a good  salting  with  common  sense.  Labour  of  the  kind  nowadays  is  not 
always  available  or,  if  available,  eaily  afforded.  ! 

- Ill  [yi-.  (joJci;'! 

•'‘Il!iii!|-  ■ !'!■  f Ilf  iM'l,; 

SECTION  £•  Inspection  and  Supervision  of 

(1)  Milk, 

Quality  of  the  milk  supply. — It  has  long  been  the  custom  in  this  area  to  collect  sample's  of  niilk 
from  delivery  vans  in  the  street  ; for  we  have  sometimes  found  that  the  quality  of  the  milk,  especially' ' ’ 
its  cleanliness,  when  the  sample  was  taken  from  a delivery  van,  was  not  of  the  same 'high- standard ' 
of  purity  as  was  any  sample  collected  at  the  farm  from  which  the  street  sample  was  reputed’ to  have' 
come.  This  has  happened  in  some  cases  even  where  the  milk  is  said  to  have  been  pastuerised.  It  is 
possible,  for  instance,  for  a vendor  finding  himself  on  occasion  short  of  supply  to  make  up  the  shprjtp,,  , 
age  with  mUk  from  another  source.  He  may  do  this  quite  irmocently  not  realising  th^t  [th,e,  a,ddedj!jjj ) 
mik  might  not  be  of  the  same  quality  (bacteriologically)  as  the  original.  Sometimes  clptiri  rnilk,inpyj|  . 
have  been  placed  in  chums  or  in  bottles  that  are  not  sterile.  Our  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  done,|Q. 
their  best  to  deal  with  this  matter  and  whenever  the  analysis  of  a sample  has  revealed  contamination  ‘ 
steps  have  been  taken  as  far  as  possible  to  discover  the  origin  of  it  and  to  prevent  a recurrence,,  JsQ  (q 

Heat  resistant  B.  Coli. — An  occasional  cause  of  souring  of  milk,  even  when  pasteuliised,  ahd  one 
more  difficult  to  avoid;  is  the  presence  of  certain  strains  of  the  Colon  bacillus  that  are  heat  resistant-  ’’ 
that  is  germs  that  will  survive  exposure  to  temperatures  considerably  higher  than  thq^e  ^^ttained-  in/,. , 
the  process  of  pasteurisation.  Fortunately  these  heat  resistant  organisms  are  not  pathogenic  (npt''' 
capable  of  inducing  disease)  but  by  causing  the  early  souring  of  milk  that  is  otherwise  pure,  tliey 
become  a nuisance.  ' * 


The  number  of  samples  examined  in  the  local  laboratory  was  ...  133 

The  average  fat  content  of  these  samples  was  ...  ...  3-8% 

Number  of  samples  containing  less  than  3%  fat  ...  ...  5 b !■ 

Methylene  blue  reduction  test  satisfied  ...  ...  ...  .71.4%' 

Coliform  test  satisfied  ...  ...  ...  ...  44.3%i 


The  nutritive  quality  of  the  milk  produced  in  this  area  is  remarkably  high.  This  has  been  com- 
mented upon  most  favourably  by  officials  of  the  ministry  who  have  visited  the  areal  On  the  other 
hand,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  milk  is  in  many  cases  low,  and  herein  lies  the  strongest  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  pasteurisation.  Nevertheless  public  opinion  in  the  area,  on  the  whole,  strongly 
disfavours  the  use  of  pasteurised  milk.  The  small  producer  fears  that  his  farm  will  be  absorbed  in  a 
great  combine  and  that  pasteurisation  is  a mere  cloak  to  cover  the  greedy  machinations  of  capitalism. 
The  ordinary  housewife  complains  that  pasteurised  milk  will  not  yield  the  same  amount  of  surface 
cream  as  does  raw  milk,  and  she  is  not  convinced  by  the  assertion,  true  though  it  be,  that  milk  loses 
none  of  its  cream  by  pasteurisation,  but  a portion  of  it  remains  in  suspension  in  the  bulk  of  the  milk 
and  fails  to  rise.  Others  again  discover  a faint  metallic  flavour  in  pasteurised  milk  which  makes  the 
milk  objectionable  to  them.  The  great  argument  for  pasteurisation,  namely  that  this  process  destroys 
filth  germs  of  tuberculosis  and  of  undulant  fever,  while  leaving  the  nutritive  value  of  the  milk  ' 
unchanged,  falls  upon  deaf  ears,  people  do  not  want  to  hear  of  it,  they  would  rather  remain  in 
ignorance,  satisfied  that  where  ignorance  is  bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  wise^ 


Food.' 

: : I 'll  !■;  iii  ./lijJ'J  (.[urcvj 
-I  I-I.-;'.  .no''':-;'7il-;!-li(l 

'■"'•I  ■ ' - I '',0  n nJfio 
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If  we  can  ensure  the  production  of  clean,  uncontaminated  milk,  coming  from  healthy  cows  (and 
this  is,  of  course,  possible)  then  there  is  no  need  for  pasteurisation.  In  this  area  medical  opinion  is 
unanimously  in  favour  of  pasteurisation. 

(2)  The  Milk  Marketing  Board.  The  Creamery,  Camborne. 

During  the  period  from  January  to  April  1943  all  the  milk  received  at  this  depot  was  sold  to  the 
1 quid  market,  mostly  in  London.  From  May  to  Cctober  quantities  of  milk  were  manufactured  into 
butter  and  iiho  skimmed  milk  powder.  All  the  butter  was  graded  First  Quality  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food. 

It  is  not  surprising,  in  view  of  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  milk  producing  industry,  to  learn 
that  the  Board  found  it  necessary  to  reject  a large  quantity  of  milk  to  producers.  The  quality  of  this 
rejected  milk  on  arriving  at  the  Creamery  was  such  that  the  milk  could  not  safely  be  accepted  and 
mixed  with  other  milk  for  manufacture,  much  less  was  it  fit  for  dispatch  to  distant  markets. 

Milk  supplied  from  every  producer  was  tested  twice  a month  in  the  Board’s  own  laboratory, 
under  the  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme.  The  number  of  tests  made  every  month 
varied  between  7,000  and  8,000. 

Whenever  a producer  had  supplied  milk  to  the  Board  below  a certain  standard  of  cleanliness  the 
case  was  reported  by  the  Board  to  the  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and  the  Board’s  Farm 
Inspector  paid  advisory  visits  to  the  premises.  He  reports  that  the  chief  causes  of  poor  keeping 
quality  of  the  milk  were  found  to  be 

(1)  Lack  of  an  adequate  water  supply. 

(2)  Unsuitable  buildings. 

(3)  Poor  sanitation. 

(4)  Poor  methods  of  milk  production  generally. 

A Pasteurisation  Plant  was  erected  upon  the  Board’s  premise.s  and  a licence  to  sell  designated 
Pasteurised  milk  was  issued  by  our  Council  to  the  Board  in  November.  A sample  of  the  treated 
milk  has  been  examined  in  the  Redruth  Clinical  Labatory  every  week  and  tested  for  effective 
pasteurisation  by  the  phosphatase  test.  Phosphatase  is  a ferment  present  in  raw  milk.  It  is  partially 
or  completely  destroyed  by  heat,  depending  upon  the  temperature  and  time  of  exposure,  e.g.,  by 
pasteurisation.  Pasteurised  milk  should  not  contain  more  than  2.3  units  of  phosphatase.  Haw  milk 
conta'ns  6.0  units  or  more,  of  phosphatase.  Every  sample  examined  coming  from  the  Milk  Market- 
ing Board  has  passed  that  test.  The  process  adopted  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  is  known  as  “High 
Temperature  Short  Time’’  pasteurisation,  and  the  Minister  of  Health  (in  Circular  2423)  states  in 
reference  to  this  method  of  pasteurisation  that  he  is  advised,  “ provided  the  apparatus  is  suitable  and 
is  worked  .with  proper  care,  this  process  destroys  any  disease-producing  organisms  in  the  milk.’’ 

A demonstration  of  the  working  of  the  plant  at  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  was  witnessed  (as 
required  by  the  Ministry)  by  a trial  run  in  the  presence  of  the  Council’s  authorised  officers.  In  struc- 
ture and  working  the  plant  affords  a striking  example  of  mechanical  effic'ency.  The  milk  is  re- 
tained at  a temperature  of  not  less  than  162  degrees  Farenheit  for  at  least  13  seconds  and  the 
apparatus  is  provided  with  an  automatic  device  to  divert  the  milk  that  has  not  been  so  treated. 

(3)  Dehydration  of  Vegetables. 

A new  factory  is  now  being  erected  for  the  dehydration  of  vegetables,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it 
will  be  completed  and  ready  for  operation  soon. 

(4)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  the  supply  of  animals  for  slaughter  has  been  well  maintained  and  the  quality 
has  been  good. 

Of  cattle  slaughtered  the  number  exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year  by  461. 


Of  pigs  the  number  exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year  by  6,548. 

Of  calves  the  number  decreased  by  1,540- 
Of  sheep  the  number  decreased  by  1,087. 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  i943  •••  49  009 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1942  ...  ...  44-h25 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1935  •••  53.883 

The  total  number  of  carcases  condemned  in  I943  •••  •••  3^6 

The  total  number  of  carcases  condemned  in  1942  ...  ...  287 

The  total  number  of  carcases  condemned  in  1935  ...  ...  0/ 

The  percentage  number  of  carcases  condemned  in  1943  ...  0.73  ^ 

The  percentage  number  of  carcases  condemned  in  1935  ...  o.i 


In  other  words  out  of  every  i.ooo  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  under  review  73  were 
condemned,  whereas  in  1935  out  of  every  1,000  slaughtered  only  10  were  condemned. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  carcases  condemned  in  1943  over  those  condemned  in  the  pre- 
vious year  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  of  cattle  6.35%  were  condemned  in  1943,  as  against 
5.3%  in  1942.  On  the  other  hand  the  number  of  swine  condemned  in  1943  was  only  0.09%  whereas 
in  1942  it  was  0.18%. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  in  i943  nitons  5 owt 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  in  1942  ...  80  tons  19  cwt. 
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A VITAL 
POST-WAR 


ISSUE  IN 
PLANNING. 


Living  creatures,  who  are  capable  of  experiencing  pain  and 
terror,  meet  their  deaths  by  thousands  every  day  in  this  Country. 
Cattle,  sheep  and  pigs,  all  are  born  and  reared  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  ultimately  being  killed,  under  various  conditions,  mostly  bad. 

Under  the  present  slaughtering  arrangements,  the  majority  of 
these  hapless  creatures  experience  much  mental  torture,  and  in 
many  cases  agony  in  their  dying 

This  welter  of  daily  bloodshed  could  be  conducted  without 
the  horror  existing  today  in  the  bulk  of  our  Slaughter  Yards. 

What,  therefore,  can  we  save  these  creatures?  Is  there 

the  reasonable  and  compassionate  will  in  our  Country,  to  bring 
about  speedy  succour  to  them  ? Will  there  be  forthcoming 

sufficient  volume  of  effort  from  persons  in  authority,  those  holding 
Governmental  and  Local  Council  Offices? 

If  the  whole  matter,were  simply  and  reasonably  placed  before 
them  (showing  the  wholly  unnecessary  fright  and  pain  these 
sentient  creatures  are  called  upon  to  endure  daily  in  their  thou- 
sands, in  the  worst  of  our  slaughterhouses),  it  is  believed  that  once 
this  is  realised,  red-tape,  hair-splitting,  obstructing  and  all  un- 
reasonable delays  would  be  swept  aside  and  these  many  blood- 
soaked,  dirty,  agonised  corners  of  our  House  would  be  swilled 
clean  and  put  in  order. 

We  Can  Save  These  Creatures 

(a) .  The  mental  agony  of  being  dragged  into  the  slaughter- 
house alive.  Take  only  the  case  of  cattle,  the  old  method  (in 
the  majority  of  places)  being  to  drag  them  in,  by  rope  or  chain  — 
slipping  and  falling  upon  the  blood-slippery  floor  — urged  on  by 
blows. 

(b) ,  From  being  slaughtered  in  the  sight  of  each  other. 
(Have  you  ever  watched  the  eyes  of  animals  waiting  slaughter  — 
when  they  are  watching  others  being  killed  who  have  gone  on 
before  ?) 

(c) .  From  the  stench  of  blood  and  all  the  terrifying  sights 

and  sounds  of  the  Dressing  Hall.  (This  nightmare  can  all  be 

saved  them.) 


(d) ,  From  inhumane  methods  of  slaughter, — viz.  the  use  of 
the  knife  without  preparatory  Stunning. 

(e) ,  From  the  use  of  any  method  of  Stunning  except  a 

method  which  is  at  once  instantly  destructive  to  the  brain  (the 
seat  of  all  sensation).  The  Captive-Bolt  Pistol  is  the  correct 

method  to  use,  to  ensure  the  instantaneous  destruction  of  the 
brain. 

(The  damning  objections  to  Electric  Stunning  are,  the  imposs- 
ibility to  prove  it  painless  and  instantaneous,  and  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  evidence  of  its  having  been  used  unless  a supervisor 
stands  watching  each  animal  slaughtered.  There  are  other 

grave  objections.  See  accompanying  leaflet  “Slaughterhouse 

Reform”  which  goes  into  this  matter  in  detail.) 

What  Can  We  Give  The  Animals  ? 

(a) ,  On  arrival  at  the  Abattoir,  clean  comfortable  quarters, 
(covered  lairages  adjoining  the  slaughterhouse). 

(b) .  When  the  time  for  killing  comes,  the  animal  is  decently 
driven  along  a passage,  called  the  “Race”  on  the  illustration  on 
this  leaflet.  When  it  arrives  at  the  end,  which  is  the  actual 
Stunning  Pen,  a gate  (cut-off)  is  closed  so  that  It  cannot  back  out. 
The  slaughter-man  at  the  other  side  shoots  the  animal  with  the 
Captive  Bolt  Pistol,  pulls  a lever,  which  makes  the  Stunning  Pen 
floor  collapse  and  the  dead  animal  rolls  out  into  the  Dressing 
Hall. 

(c) .  In  every  case,  whether  the  animal  be  horse,  bullock, 
sheep  or  pig,  the  Captive  Bolt  Pistol  to  be  used  (see  illustration 
on  this  leaflet),  which  is  simply  a Mechanical  Pole-Axe  — a sure 
safe  and  fully  proved  humane  method. 

What  therefore  is  the  whole  issue  in  a nut-shell  ? 

Abolish  all  Private  Slaughterhouses  and  Knackeryards.  You 
cannot  have  adequate  supervision  or  the  above  modern  humane 
methods  of  handling  in  these  private  shambles.  Erect  centralised 
Abattoirs  to  cope  with  all  animals.  See  to  it  that  there  is  ade- 
quate modern  equipment  and  the  absolutely  correct  lay-out,  to 
practise  the  “Race  and  Pen”  method  — leading  from  the  lairages. 
Electric  Stunning  and  all  dubious  methods  to  be  completely 
prohibited.  Every  animal  to  be  humanely  destroyed  with  the 
Captive-Bolt-Pistol.  Why  should  any  inhumane  method  be  em- 
ployed— or  any  method  which  cannot  be  proved  humane — when 
there  exists  this  proven  method  of  instantaneous  destruction. 


PLAN  SHOWING  ’RACE  £-  PEN’ 

WHICH  PROVIDES  THAT  NO  LIVE 
ANIMAL  ENTERS  THE  DRESSING  HALLS 


1. 


DKTROY  THE  BRAIN  (THE  SEAT  OF  ALL 
PHYSICAL  AND  MENTAL  SENSATION),  BY  AN 
I NSTANTAN  ECUS  M ETHOD , /a:-  CAPTIVE-BOLT 
PISTOL.  BEFORE  THE  ANIMAL  ENTERS  THE 
DRESSING  HALL  OF  THE  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

BRAIN 


Please  do  not  shelve  this  Vital  Matter. 

It  would  be  a grievous  state  of  affairs  if  New  Abattoirs  were 
erected  and  the  above  lines  not  adopted.  Surel)'  this  is  suff- 

iciently vital  to  rank  with  many  matters  requiring  reform  which 
are  receiving  much  consideration  at  present.  It  matters  much 
to  many  thousands  of  sentient  creatures  every  day.  Our 
responsibility  to  them  is  great.  It  is  the  least  and  the  last  we 
can  give  these  wretched  ones,  about  to  be  slaughtered,  for  our 
needs.  A.B. 

“New  occasions  teach  new  duties, 

Time  makes  ancient  good  uncouth; 

Who  would  keep  abreast  of  Truth, 

They  must  upward  still  and  onward. 

Nor  attempt  the  Future's  portal, 

With  the  Past's  blood-rusted  Key.” 

LOWELL. 


Ibsued  by  The  National  Equine  (and  smaller  animals)  Defence  League. 
(Slaughter  B-eform  Department.) 

Copies  may  be  had  from  the  Secretary  — Alfred  Brisco,  Blackwell,  Carlisle. 
Telephone  — Carlisle  1469. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  condemned  (either  by  the  Meat  Inspector  or  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector)  of  canned  and  preserved  meats  1495  lbs. 

Other  foods  condemned  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  2 tons  2 cwt.  ‘ ' 

Conditions  found  on  account  of  which  carcases  were  condemned. 

Of  cattle  condemned  75  per  cent,  were  effected  with  bovine  tuberculosis,  which  was  generalised 
and  accompanied  with  emaciation. 

Actinomycosis  accounted  for  two  cases.  There  was  no  case  either  of  Anthrax  or  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  disease. 

Much  meat  was  condemned  on  account  of  bruising,  fractured  limbs  or  other  injuries,  accom- 
panied by  inflammation  and,  in  some  cases,  septicaemia. 

Swine. — Here  tuberculosis  accounted  for  all  the  whole  carcases  condemned.  A strict  watch  has 
been  kept  on  all  swine  for  signs  of  trichinosis.  No  case  of  this  disease  has  been  discovered  in  the 
area. 

(5)  Public  Abattoir. 

Year  after  year,  with  unwearied  reiteration  and  in  tones  ever  louder  and  louder  the  plea  has  been 
made  in  these  reports  for  the  complete  centralisation  of  slaughtering  in  a Public  Abattoir.  Now  that 
We  are  all  wide  awake  to  the  need  of  reforms  in  many  directions,  and  are  determined  to  have  them, 
this  reform,  on  grounds  of  human'ty  as  well  as  in  the  interest  of  Public  Health,  must  not  be  per- 
mitted to  be  sidetracted  or  refused.  It  is  a reform  to  which  all  disinterested  persons  will  subscribe 
when  they  understand  what  was  the  common  practice  in  an  age  that  is  now  dying,  a reform  which 
no  vested  interests  must  be  permitted  to  thwart.  A reform  which  our  local  authority  may  assuredly 
be  trusted  to  plan  now,  and  to  realise  with  the  early  advent  of  peace. 

This  Public  Abattoir  must  be  so  planned  that  effective  supervision  of  slaughtering  is  at  all  times 
ensured  and  that  it  shall  not  be  possible  for  any  diseased  carcase  to  escape  the  vigilant  eye  of  our 
capable  meat  inspector,  Mr.  Nairn,  and  furthermore  that  cruelty  to  which  so  many  animals  for 
slaughter  are  subjected  shall  cease. 

In  this  connection  attention  is  directed  to  the  insertion  in  this  report  under  the  title  of  “ A Vital 
Issue  In  Post-War  Planning.”  The  recommendations  made  in  that  leaflet  will  appeal  tb  every 
charitably  minded  person. 


SECTION  F.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

There  was  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  a rather  widespread  epidemic  of  measles,  which  reached 
its  height  in  March,  when  187  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  has  again  declined’  and  there  were  no  fatal  cases. 


Diphtheria  cases  notified  in  1941  ...  64 

do.  do.  1942  ...  38 

do.  do.  1943  ...  29 


Influenza  was  prevalent  towards  the  end  of  the  year  when  there  were  thirteen  deaths  recorded 
from  this  disease. 

The  Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  ; — 

Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  ...  o 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  35 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  14 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  29 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  14 

Measles  ...  ...  •••  424 

Pneumonia  ...  . ■ • • • • 47 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  32 

Total  ...  595 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  has  been  carried  out  regularly  by  the  M.O.H.  twice  a month, 
namely,  in  Camborne,  The  Community  Centre,  on  the  first  Friday  of  the  month,  and  in  Redruth, 
Council  Offices,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month,  always  at  10  a.m.  The  number  of  children 
immunised  during  the  year  was  566.  Two  doses  of  A.P.T.  were  given,  the  first  0.2  cc  and  the 
second  0.5  cc  with  one  month  interval  between  the  two  doses.  It  is  estimated  that  of  children  under 
5 years  of  age  in  the  area  83  per  cent,  have  been  immunised,  and  of  those  between  5 and  15  years 
of  age  77%, 
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The  total  number  of  children  that  have  been  immunised  in  the  area  since  the  Council  undertook 
this  responsibility  in  1940  is  between  7,000  and  8,000  and  more  than  one  half  this  number  were 
immunised  in  the  first  year,  1940. 

Tuberculosis.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

25 

10 

35 

Non-pulmonary 

I 

3 

4 

Total 

26 

13 

39 

The  number  of  tuberculous  patients  residing 
regist«-  was  : 

in  the  area  at  the 

end  of  the  year,  as  recorded  in 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

231 

136 

367 

Non-pulmonary 

65 

44 

109 

Total  ... 

296 

180 

476 

This  total  exceeds  the  number  on  the  register  at  the 

end  of  the 

previous  year  by  14. 

APPENDIX. 


Mr.  Taphouse. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  one  of  their  best  and 
best  loved  public  servants  with  the  retirement  of  Mr.  H.  Taphouse,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Mr.  Taphouse  was  ap, pointed  Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector  to  the  former  Camborne  Urban  District 
in  1916  and  when  in  1934  that  district  was  amalgamated  with  the  newly-formed  Camborne-Redruth 
Urban  District  he  continued  in  office  under  the  new  Council,  holding  that  office  until  his  retirement  in 
November  last.  Mr.  Taphouse  had  long  been  ill  when  he  retired  and  had  carried  out  his  duties 
bravely  notwithstanding  his  ill  health.  He  did  not  long  survive  his  retirement. 

Mr.  Taphouse  was  a man  with  whom  it  was  always  a pleasure  to  work.  He  was  possessed  of  a 
character  that  was  outstandingly  kindly  and  charitable,  he  was  courteous  to  all  men  alike  without  regard 
to  their  station  in  life,  and  in  his  work  his  ability  and  attention  to  duty  was  ever  admirable. 

Mr.  Wignall  was  a most  willing  supporter  of  Mr.  Taphouse,  especially  when  the  latter  was  in 
failing  health,  and  his  support  is  greatly  appreciated^ 

Mr.  C.  F.  Baxter. — On  Nov.  i,  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Taphouse,  the  office  of  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  was  created  by  the  Council,  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Baxter  was  appointed  to  hold  this  office.  Mr. 
Baxter  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  P/'rard. 
The  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  also  the  Certificate  of 
the  Institute  of  Hygiene.  Mr.  Baxter  comes  to  us  at  a time  when  great  changes  are  about  to  occur 
and  are  occuring,  he  has  already  earned  and  secured  our  confidence  and  his  appointment  is  uni- 
versally approved. 

The  chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  from  Jan.  to  April  4 was  Mr.  W.  Uglow,  and 
from  that  time  until  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  Mr.  W.  E.  Shier,  to  both  of  whom  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  wishes  to  express  his  great  indebtedness  for  their  helpful  and  always  willing  co-operation. 
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Reprint  from  “ The  Animals’  Friend,”  November,  1936. 

by 'the  kind  permission  of  the  Editor. 


REPRINT  1939. 


Slaughterhouse  Reform. 


The  fact  that  horses  and  cattle,  according  to  law,  must  be  killed  with  the  Humane  Killer  in  this 
country,  has  been  a means  of  lulling  a section  of  the  community  into  a false  sense  of  satisfaction.  They 
imagine  that  all  is  now  well  in  our  slaughterhouses.  All  is  not  well. 

Not  only  are  the  majority  of  our  private  slaughterhouses  hotbeds  of  cruelty  but  also  many  of  the 
public  abattoirs  are  a positive  hell  to  the  animals  driven  therein. 

1 have  had  many  bitter  experiences  of  late,  in  slaughterhouses  at  home  and  abroad.  Let  me  deal 
only  with  the  home  shambles  at  the  moment,  however,  we  shall  have  enough  to  do,  for  some  time,  in  an 
attempt  to  put  our  own  house  in  order. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  animals  are  met  with  a stench  of  blood  and  the  sight  of  skins  and 
entrails,  as  soon  as  they  enter  the  gates. 

The  majority  of  animals  show  signs  of  the  terror  they  feel  at  the  very  offset.  TTiey  are  driven  on 
by  heavy  blows,  and  often  fall  on  the  slippery  bloody  floor  to  receive  additional  blows  to  add  to  their 
terror. 

This  happens  in  English  slaughterhouses  ; 1 have  spent  hours  in  such  places.  You  must  not,  how- 
ever go  to  these  places  well  dressed  or  accompanied  by  an  inspector,  if  you  do,  then  all  will  be  quite  in 
order. 

Until  we  have  drastic  changes  in  our  slaughterhouses,  uhe  animals  will  continue  to  go  through  hell. 
Let  there  be  no  mistake  about  that.  The  main  trouble  is  due  to  the  faulty  construction  and  planning  of 
the  slaughterhouse  buildings.  The  majority  of  these  places  are  composed  of  old  buildings.  TTiey  are  so 
arranged  that  the  animals  must  be  driven  across  blood  soaked  yards  in  full  view  of  hanging  carcases. 
One  has  only  to  stand  watching  the  approach  of  these  poor  creatures  upon  their  arrival  in  the  slaughter- 
yards,  to  see  the  terror  registered  in  their  eyes.  When  a bullock  is  needed  for  slaughter,  it  is  roped  and 
pulled  into  the  slaughtershed  by  its  neck.  1 have  repeatedly  seen  a beast  have  its  neck  almost  drawn  by 
this  age-old  roping  method.  It  is  then  the  wretched  animal  receives  brutal  blows,  forcing  it  to  enter  the 
actual  place  where  its  life  has  to  be  taken.  When  it  is  in  the  position  required  for  shooting,  it  is  humanely 
killed,  forsooth ! 

Believe  me,  the  slaughter  had  started  exactly  at  the  moment  the  wretched  creature  had  passed 
through  the  entrance  gates. 

Terror,  excessive  tail  twisting,  brutal  blows,  all  these  things  must  be  made  impossible  emd  unneces- 
sary in  these  places. 

Permit  me  please  to  submit  the  essential  points  of  necessary  reform  in  the  slaughterhouses  : — 

( 1 ) All  private  slaughterhouses  must  be  swept  away.  Effective  supervision  of  the  existing 
private  shambles  is  an  impossibility.  Most  carefully  planned  public  abattoirs  should  be  established 
in  all  centres. 

(2)  No  animal  entering  a slaughterhouse  must  have  the  chance  of  catching  the  stench  of  blood 
or  of  seeing  the  gruesome  sights  which  so  terrify  the  poor  beast.  No  animal  must  be  killed 
within  sight  of  another. 

(3)  The  superintendent  of  the  abattoir  must  be  a person  of  proved  humanitarian  principles. 
He  should  realise  his  great  responsibility,  because  few  posts  carry  so  great  a burden  as  his  position. 
There  are  such  men  procurable. 

(4)  The  superintendent  should  be  able  to  tell  at  a moment’s  glance  just  exactly  what  is  taking 
place  at  every  point  of  his  abattoir.  There  must  be  no  doors  for  the  slaughtermen  to  close,  behind 
which,  by  so  doing,  they  would  be  able  to  work  unobserved.  (At  present,  in  many  public  slaughter- 
houses much  work  is  always  in  progress  behind  closed  doors.  Neither  the  superintendent  or  any- 
one passing  through  can  see  what  is  transpiring,  without,  of  course,  warning  being  given  to  those 
inside.) 

(5)  Public  Abattoirs  must  be  as  effectively  supervised  during  night  operations  as  during  the 
day.  This  is  most  Important.  All-night  slaughter  is  carried  on  in  many  places  under  no  adequate 
supervision.  1 have  proved  just  exactly  what  that  means. 
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(6)  All  new  abattoirs  to  be  fitted  with  modern  effective  equipment,  including  double-throw 
cattle  stunning  pens,  the  latter  to  be  improved  so  that  the  animal’s  head  can  be  held  still  momen- 
tarily to  allow  for  steady  shooting. 

(7)  Through  intensive  propaganda  the  public  must  be  brought  to  realise  their  responsibility 
to  the  extent  that  they  will  demand  that  only  persons  of  at  least  average  intelligence  and  compassion 
shall  be  allowed  to  do  their  killing  for  them.  At  present  there  are  thousands  of  men  of  sterling 
value  engaged  in  the  trade,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  are  many  who  are  not  even  fit  to  carry  the 
carcase  away.  1 repeat,  1 speak  from  recent  bitter  experiences  of  such  persons,  defaulters,  who  have 
been  guilty  of  grave  contraventions,  and  who,  through  the  inert  inexcusable  manner  of  officialdom, 
have  escaped  scot  free.  I could  personally  testify  to  witnessing  such  contraventions  and  many 
instances  of  the  brutal  manner  in  which  animals  are  handled  prior  to  actual  slaughter,  in  many 
slaughterhouses.  1 have,  however,  come  to  the  hopeless  conclusion,  that  it  is  useless  to  attempt 
to  prove  apparent  isolated  cases.  No  one  will  move  in  the  matter.  There  is  too  much  satisfaction 
that  " such  and  such  ” a Council  has  adopted  Humane  Slaughter,  while  at  that  very  slaughter- 
house animals  continue  to  be  brutally  flogged  to  the  point  of  slaughter. 

(8)  Finally,  1 must  further,  at  the  risk  of  receiving  much  criticism,  wholeheartedly  condemn 
Electric  Stunning.  Here  again,  1 speak  from  bitter  experience.  1 know  for  a positive  fact  that  in 
some  places  electric  stunning  is  only  “ a gag.”  Please  excuse  the  slang,  what  1 wish  to  infer  is  the 
fact  that  the  Electric  Stunner  is  not  used  at  all,  unless  the  supervision  is  all  it  should  be. 

Superintendents  are  not  o^ll  they  shotild  be.  1 do  not  by  any  means  attempt  to  be  so  absurd  and 
inaccurate  as  to  place  them  all  in  the  same  category.  Perhaps  there  are  not  a great  number  of  super- 
visors who  realise  fully  their  great  responsibility.  Here  again  1 could  give  some  wretched  details.  Per- 
sonally, 1 do  not  consider  Electric  Anaesthesia  has  been  proved  humane.  Let  that  pass,  however,  for  the 
great  objection  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  cannot  be  proved  that  an  animal  has  been  electrically  stunned.  Elec- 
tric stunning  will  take  place  (a)  if  the  superintendent  is  sympathetic,  (b)  if  he  is  present  when  every 
animal  is  stunned,  (c)  if  the  current  is  applied  the  requisite  time  to  ensure  complete  anaesthesia.  Too 
many  ifs ! and  if  everything  else  is  all  right,  the  dread  question  arises,  does  electric  anaesthesia  produce 
a state  of  anaesthesia  or  only  a state  like  unto  curare  drugging?  Why  not,  therefore,  stick  to  the  certainty 
of  the  captive-bolt?  The  brain,  the  seat  of  all  sensation,  is  then  destroyed.  We  do  then  know  where  we 
are  and  we  are  able  to  have  contraventions  exposed  and  proved.  With  electric  stunning  that  is  not  pos- 
sible. Personally,  1 pray  that  every  Electric  Stunner  will  be  scrapped  and  the  captive  bolt  only  used. 

1 sincerely  hope  we  will  speedily  see  the  day  when  our  slaughterhouses  will  be  brought  up  to  the 
standard  outlined  here. 

1 have  not  exaggerated  anything.  The  majority  of  slaughterhouses  are  a foul  blot  on  the  face 
of  our  land.  Our  slaughterhouses  equipment  are,  in  the  main,  deplorable,  and  a section  of  the  men  em- 
ployed therein  should  be  employed  in  trades  in  which  they  will  not  handle  sentient  creatures. 

For  pity’s  sake  let  there  be  a great  movement  by  means  of  which  the  public  will  be  made  to  realise 
the  horror  the  animals  are  dally  passed  through.  Many  auction  marts  are  bad  enough  and  much  work 
there  remains  to  be  done,  but  the  terror  of  the  driven  beasts  through  the  blood-drenched  yards,  is  a 
horror  which  can  easily  be  done  away  with.  The  cattle  stunning  pens,  with  some  little  additions  necessary, 
will  also  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  the  old  roping  practice. 

All  that  is  necessary  to  ensure  common  decency  and  justice  to  the  poor  creatures,  which  needs 
must  die  to  feed  the  flesh-eating  masses,  is  a fair  use  of  common  sense  in  the  arrangement  of  the  new 
abattoirs,  and  a very  necessary  expenditure  to  ensure  modern  abattoir  equipment.  This  would  give  the 
animal  a clean  unterrified  walk  in,  humane  handling,  because  flogging  would  not  be  necessary,  and,  if  the 
captive  bolt  was  used,  a humane  death  would  be  positively  certain. 

Blackwell,  Carlisle.  Alfred  Brisco. 


Reprinted  by  the  writer  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  of  use  to  members  of  Urban 
and  Rural  Councils,  when  slaughterhouse  business  is  dealt  with. 

The  writer  begs  Councillors  to  investigate  the  EXISTING  conditions  of  their  Local 
Slaughterhouses,  in  an  effort  to  check  up,  upon  the  matters  contained  in  the  above 
article. 


Copies  free  and  further  particulars  gladly 

ALFRED  BRISCO,  BLACKWELL, 


supplied  by 

CARLISLE. 
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